
A Plastic Free Future
How to eliminate single-use plastics

By now, most people will have heard of ‘plastic

soup’... a term used to describe the marine

pollution caused by plastic. It might sound dramatic,

especially because you can barely see it. But there is

evidence that roughly 8 million tons of plastic is

ending up in our oceans every single year. After this

waste enters the sea, large quantities degrade into

tiny pieces of plastic known as microplastics, which

is why it is difficult to see with the naked eye.

Most of this pollution comes from single-use or

disposable plastics, such as cutlery, drinks bottles,

food wrappers, and plastic bags. As a leading

marine contractor, Heerema respects the world’s

seas as our workplace, our home, and our passion.

Therefore, in 2019, the question was asked how can

Heerema help reduce plastic waste and clean up

our oceans?



Moving Forward

Reducing the plastic Heerema produces is only one

stage of this plan as supplier packaging contributes

massively to the plastic waste generated by

Heerema. After working on our usage, we can

investigate possible solutions and ideas to reduce

the impact of packaging plastics.

Heerema is committed to reducing our single-use 

plastic footprint. Not only demonstrated by 

purchasing sustainable alternatives but also in our 

participation in beach cleanups and even by 

providing engineering support to The Ocean 

Cleanup. This attitude towards positive change will 

continue throughout 2020 and onwards, as we 

strive to be the best at creating sustainable value(s) 

for our clients and stakeholders.

To be the leading Marine Contractor creating 
sustainable value(s) for clients and stakeholders

Visit hmc.heerema.com/about/sustainability for more information

How big is the problem?

Before reducing single-use plastic, it is first essential

to understand the scale of the issue. In 2019,

questionnaires were filled out by the fleet and also

the offices to identify which single-use plastic

products we were purchasing and what challenges

we might face in getting rid of them.

We discovered that throughout the fleet, the

primary sources of single-use plastic ordered by

Heerema were: water bottles, shoe covers, and

cutlery. Whereas, in the offices, it was food

packaging in the canteen, plastic cups, and cutlery.

Finding Alternatives

We decided to swap many of the products ordered

by Heerema for more sustainable alternatives. For

our fleet, this meant plastic cutlery traded for

bamboo, new reusable bottles distributed, and the

re-use of shoe covers. A special mention goes to

the crew of Thialf for preventing the use of

thousands of plastic bags by removing garbage

bins from cabins. In the offices, changes took place

within the canteen by asking suppliers to reconsider

single-use packaging, plastic cups, and swapping

plastic cutlery. Both office and fleet staff received

reusable bottles.

https://hmc.heerema.com/about/sustainability/

