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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

‘Heerema becomes the first major marine contractor to go carbon neutral’ 

 

As per October 2020, Heerema has become the first major marine contractor to go carbon neutral. 

This sustainability goal is achieved by means of prevention, reduction and compensation of carbon 

emissions. Heerema will begin by investing in carbon offsetting projects that align with its mission 

to create sustainable value(s). These will be certified carbon reduction projects that are already in 

development with the accredited Climate Neutral Group.  

 

By the end of 2020, Heerema will begin offsetting 100% of its carbon footprint, equaling roughly 

250,000 metric tons of carbon per year. From this starting point, Heerema has set yearly prevention 

and reduction targets that remove carbon from the source. Prevention is preventing the 

combustion of fuel, reduction is to change or reduce the amount of fuel required, or increase 

combustion efficiency. The goal is to be carbon neutral using “zero-emission technology” where 

feasible.  

 

An overview of the zero-emission technologies and the amount of carbon emissions they are 

estimated to save by 2025 is shown in figure 2. The exact savings will be reaffirmed yearly as more 

is learned about these technologies. Heerema will rely heavily on a few key technologies, which are 

shore power, bio- or synthetic fuels, the use of on-board batteries, on-board carbon capture and 

storage and the use of hydrogen. An example of the implementation of these projects is shown 

below, which are pending technical and economic viability. For each of these technologies, 

promising feasibility and design studies or even pilots have been performed or are underway for 

each of our vessels.  

 

A possible timeline of implementation for zero-emission technologies could be as follows. 

 

2020 Shore Power     15.000 [mT] 

2021 Expansion of GTL & Biofuels   107.500 [mT] 

2022 Hybridization (with on-board batteries) 37.500 [mT] 

2023 Power Management    10.000 [mT] 

2024  On-board carbon capture and storage  50.000 [mT] 

2025 Hydrogen     25.000 [mT] 

 

 

https://hmc.heerema.com/about/sustainability/shore-power/
https://heerema-production-content.s3.amazonaws.com/HMC/About/Sustainability/Flyers/GTL%20HVO%20Leaflet%201.0.pdf
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Figure 1. Heerema will be carbon neutral in 2020 by means of offsetting, as outlined by the Climate Neutral Group. 

Simultaneously, investments are made in zero-emissions technology from the period 2020 onwards to remove 

emissions from the source. Though each year has set targets for prevention and reduction, the effectiveness of 

zero-emission technology over the next five years cannot be determined in advance. The exact targets and projects 

will change over time, as we gain more insights along our journey.  

 

 

Figure 2. Overview of envisioned zero-emission technologies as per 2025. In the coming years, this figure will 

change as insights are gained from the carbon reduction projects that Heerema executes. 

 

Carbon Neutral Heerema 

 

Step 1 . Action now: 100% Carbon Neutral in 2020 by means of offsetting. 

Step 2 . Invest in zero-emission technology up until 2025 and beyond.  

Step 1 Step 2 


